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CREATIVE REGIONS PROGRAM — REGIONAL AND REMOTE TOURING FUND 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.14 am]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on the launch today of a new fund aimed at increasing the number and variety of performing arts in 
regional Western Australia. The regional and remote touring fund is part of the government’s $24 million 
Creative Regions program, which will greatly increase access to arts and cultural experiences throughout the 
state. The Creative Regions program comprises five schemes that aim to assist local governments to upgrade 
equipment in regional venues; provide programming and business development opportunities for those venues; 
deliver increased funding for regional artists, groups and organisations with the help of Country Arts WA; and 
support Aboriginal art centres across the state. 

The regional and remote touring fund is the latest of the Creative Regions schemes to be announced and will 
deliver $3.1 million to assist small, medium and major performing arts companies, and festivals, to tour regional 
locations across the state. This is a community-driven fund and applicants will have to demonstrate that their 
tour is supported by two or more towns or remote communities in Western Australia. This will allow local 
communities to determine the types of shows they would like to see in their region, and supports the goal of 
providing greater local decision-making. 

This fund opens today and is being delivered by the Department of Culture and the Arts with support from the 
government’s royalties for regions program. It builds on the success of the Regional Touring Boost program, 
which has seen 128 shows performed in the regions to an estimated audience of almost 20 000, plus another 
12 000 community participants through workshops and other activities. Access to arts and culture is vital to 
increasing the amenity and vibrancy of regional Western Australia and enriching the quality of life for people in 
the regions. The regional and remote touring fund will deliver a wonderful range of performances that the 
community is sure to enjoy. 
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